Banned or Challenged Books
Worm Loves Worm by J.J. Austrian (grades PreK-3rd)
“WHEN A WORM meets a special worm and they fall in love,
you know what happens next. They get married! But their
friends want to know—who will wear the dress? And who will
wear the tux? The answer is: it doesn't matter. Because
Worm loves Worm. This irresistible picture book is a
celebration of love in all its splendid forms.”
https://www.mikecurato.com/worm-loves-worm

Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey (grades 1-5) “George and
Harold have created the greatest superhero in the history of
their elementary school--and now they're going to bring him
to life! Meet Captain Underpants!” (this book was challenged
in some districts on account of portraying a same-sex couple)
https://pilkey.com/book/the-adventures-of-captain-underpants-book-1
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This Day in June By Gayle Pitman (grades PreK-3rd)
This beautifully illustrated children’s book delights younger
readers with colorful pictures of a Pride Parade! The book
teaches about the history of Pride and introduces young
people to LGBTQ+ history.

George by Alex Gino (grades 3-6)
“When people look at George, they see a boy. But George
knows she’s a girl. George thinks she’ll have to keep this a
secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class
play is going to be Charlotte’s Web. George really, really,
REALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she
can’t even try out for the part … because she’s a boy.
With the help of her best friend Kelly, George comes up with a plan. Not just
so she can be Charlotte – but so everyone can know who she is, once and
for all.”

UPDATE : George is now being published as Melissa
http://www.alexgino.com/books/melissa/

Prince & Knight by Daniel Haack (grades Pre-K-3)
“In this modern fairy tale, a noble prince and a brave knight
come together to defeat a terrible monster and in the
process find true love in a most unexpected place.”
https://www.danielhaack.com/books
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I am Jazz by Jessica Herthel and Jazz Jennings (grades
K-5)
“From the time she was two years old, Jazz knew that she
had a girl's brain in a boy's body. She loved pink and
dressing up as a mermaid and didn't feel like herself in
boys' clothing. This confused her family, until they took her to a doctor who
said that Jazz was transgender and that she was born that way. Jazz's
story is based on her real-life experience and she tells it in a simple, clear
way that will be appreciated by picture book readers, their parents, and
teachers.”

Jacob’s New Dress by Sarah Hoffman (grades Prek-2)
“Jacob loves playing dress-up, when he can be anything he
wants to be. Some kids at school say he can’t wear “girl”
clothes, but Jacob wants to wear a dress to school. Can he
convince his parents to let him wear what he wants? This
heartwarming story speaks to the unique challenges faced
by boys who don’t identify with traditional gender roles.”
https://www.sarahandianhoffman.com/books/jacobs-new-dress/

And Tango makes Three By Justin Richardson (grades
prek-2)
“At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two
penguins named Roy and Silo were a little bit different from
the others. But their desire for a family was the same. And
with the help of a kindly zookeeper, Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome
a baby penguin of their very own!”
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A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo by Jill Twiss (grades preK-2 )
“Meet Marlon Bundo, a lonely bunny who lives with his Grampa,
Mike Pence the Vice President of the United States. But on this
Very Special Day, Marlon's life is about to change forever...
With its message of tolerance and advocacy, this charming
bunny book for kids explores issues of same sex marriage and
democracy. Sweet, funny, and beautifully illustrated, this better Bundo
book is dedicated to every bunny who has ever felt different.”

The Family Book By Todd Parr (grades PreK-1)
“There are so many different types of families, and THE
FAMILY BOOK celebrates them all in a funny, silly, and
reassuring way. Todd Parr includes adopted families,
step-families, one-parent families, and families with two
parents of the same sex, as well as the traditional nuclear
family. His quirky humor and bright, childlike illustrations will make children
feel good about their families. Parents and teachers can use this book to
encourage children to talk about their families and the different kinds of
families that exist.”
https://www.toddparr.com/titles/todd-parr/the-family-book/9780316187107/

Daddy’s Roommate by Michael Willhoite (grades Prek-3)
“A young boy discusses his divorced father's new living
situation, in which the father and his gay roommate share
eating, doing chores, playing, loving, and living.”
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All Boys aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson (grades 8-12)
“In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and
LGBTQIA+ activist George M. Johnson explores his childhood,
adolescence, and college years in New Jersey and Virginia.
From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies
at age five, to flea marketing with his loving grandmother, to
his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves
together the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys.”

Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison (grades 9-12)
“For Mike Muñoz, life has been a whole lot of waiting for
something to happen. Not too many years out of high
school and still doing menial work--and just fired from his
latest gig as a lawn boy on a landscaping crew--he’s smart
enough to know that he’s got to be the one to shake
things up if he’s ever going to change his life. But how?
He’s not qualified for much of anything. He has no
particular talents, although he is stellar at handling a lawn
mower and wielding clipping shears. But now that career seems to be
behind him. So what’s next for Mike Muñoz?”

Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe (grades 9-12)
“In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought
that a comic of reading statistics would be the last
autobiographical comic e would ever write. At the time, it
was the only thing e felt comfortable with strangers knowing
about em. Then e created Gender Queer. Maia’s intensely
cathartic autobiography charts eir journey of self-identity,
which includes the mortification and confusion of
adolescent crushes, grappling with how to come out to
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family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay fan fiction, and
facing the trauma and fundamental violation of pap smears. Started as a
way to explain to eir family what it means to be nonbinary and asexual,
Gender Queer is more than a personal story: It is a useful and touching
guide on gender identity—what it means and how to think about it—for
advocates, friends, and humans everywhere.”
The Breakaways by Cathy G. Johnson (grades 6-9 )
“Quiet, sensitive Faith starts middle school already worrying
about how she will fit in. To her surprise, Amanda, a popular
eighth grader, convinces her to join the school soccer team,
the Bloodhounds. Having never played soccer in her life,
Faith ends up on the C team, a ragtag group that’s way
better at drama than at teamwork. Although they are awful
at soccer, Faith” and her teammates soon form a bond both
on and off the soccer field that challenges their notions of
loyalty, identity, friendship, and unity.

Drama: A Graphic Novel by Raina Telgemeier (grades 4-6 )
“Callie loves theater. And while she would totally try out for
her middle school's production of Moon over Mississippi,
she can't really sing. Instead she's the set designer for the
drama department's stage crew, and this year she's
determined to create a set worthy of Broadway on a
middle-school budget. But how can she, when she doesn't
know much about carpentry, ticket sales are down, and the
crew members are having trouble working together? Not to
mention the onstage AND offstage drama that occurs once the actors are
chosen. And when two cute brothers enter the picture, things get even
crazier!”
Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak out by Susan
Kuklin
(grades 9-12)
“Author and photographer Susan Kuklin met and
interviewed six transgender or gender-neutral young
adults and used her considerable skills to represent them
thoughtfully and respectfully before, during, and after their
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personal acknowledgment of gender preference. Portraits, family
photographs, and candid images grace the pages, augmenting the
emotional and physical journey each youth has taken. Each honest
discussion and disclosure, whether joyful or heartbreaking, is completely
different from the other because of family dynamics, living situations,
gender, and the transition these teens make in recognition of their true
selves.”

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel
(grades 10-12)
“Distant and exacting, Bruce Bechdel was an English
teacher and director of the town funeral home, which
Alison and her family referred to as the "Fun Home." It was
not until college that Alison, who had recently come out as
a lesbian, discovered that her father was also gay. A few
weeks after this revelation, he was dead, leaving a legacy of
mystery for his daughter to resolve.”

More Happy than Not by Adam Silvera (grades 9-12 )
“In the months following his father's suicide, sixteen-year-old Aaron
Soto can’t seem to find happiness again, despite the support of his
girlfriend, Genevieve, and his overworked mom. Grief and the
smile-shaped scar on his wrist won’t let him forget the pain. But
when Aaron meets Thomas, a new kid in the neighborhood,
something starts to shift inside him. Aaron can't deny his
unexpected feelings for Thomas despite the tensions their
friendship has created with Genevieve and his tight-knit crew. Since
Aaron can't stay away from Thomas or turn off his newfound
happiness, he considers taking drastic actions. The Leteo
Institute’s revolutionary memory-altering procedure will straighten him out, even if it
means forgetting who he truly is.”

Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo (grades 9-12)
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“Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can't remember exactly when the feeling took
root—that desire to look, to move closer, to touch. Whenever it started
growing, it definitely bloomed the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked
under the flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club.
Suddenly everything seemed possible.
But America in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially
not in Chinatown. Red-Scare paranoia threatens everyone, including
Chinese Americans like Lily. With deportation looming over her
father—despite his hard-won citizenship—Lily and Kath risk everything to
let their love see the light of day.”

This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson
“This candid, funny, and uncensored exploration of sexuality
and what it's like to grow up LGBTQ also includes real stories
from people across the gender and sexual spectrums, not to
mention hilarious illustrations.”
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